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UNITED STATES GENERAL AcCOUNTING OFFice {{ oS4
REGIONAL OFFICE
SUITE 300D, 2420 W. 26TH AVENUE
DENVER, COLOCRADGC 80211

BT Recronny NI

Lakewood, Colorado 80215 110574
Baay Mr. Dean:

rrently conducting a review of Hational
Park Service concessions manazemsat at the request of the Subcommittee on
Parxs, Reereation, and Benswable Heseurces, Senate Compnittes on Energy and
Hatural Resources. In reviewing rhe hezlth and safety of concessioner
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operations at Yellowstona Natioral Park we noted several reports and

nenoracda prepared by the Park Service, or consultanis hired by the Park

Service, during thp period August 1974 through January 1975, and memoranda

concerning the structural intezrity and fety aep' s of concessioner

operatad fa cili as, and poilnt out that seve

deficiencicg exist in several coacegsione
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the 014 Feithiul Yan and the Lake Hotel, Cne veport, prepared by the
¥ational Park Ssrvice's Denver Service Cente r, states that the deficienci
ney found at the lodges--each with the capability te hovee abdout 1,040
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persons—andanger tha life safety of visitors

On August 21, 1979, w2 =met with r. John Townsley, Yellowstone
Naticoal Par, SLpe;lateudv. s to discuss the noted deficiencles and to
guestion whether the lodges chould coatinue to operate if corrective action
had npot been taken. Mr. Towmszley declined to comment on the gpecific fire
and safety dafician"ieﬁ discussad in the repoxrts, but indicated that the
coucassioner had taken steps to correct some of the problems. iHe also

declined to comment ca the speciflic action taken by the concesslonar.

National Park Service documsnted follow-up indicates that the conces—
sioner has corracted soma of the ldentified deficiencies, but severe
problems continue to exist. Mr. Townsley stated that he has sole authority
to close concessioner operated facilities im the Park for health and safety
Yeasons, and has deelded to allov the concessioner to continue operating
the two lodges regardless of the uncorrected fire and safety probleams. lHe
sald that in his opinion scme of the problems are not as severzs as indicated

in the reports.
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Due to the sericus nature of tha reported defi
1979, we bad tyo highly qualified experits———a bull
inspactor--conduct an Independent evaluation of the 01d Fa
Lake Hotal. T inz the Uniform Building Code and Uniform
Fire Code, con he existeace and seriousnsss of the deficisncies
cited in the prior reports. They found thab tha lodges did not comply
with minizum and basic requirements of the standard codez, aud that each
structure has a number of eritical fire saand safety hazards. It is their
profossional opinlen that the lodges are “uasafe for use as a residential
gceoupancy, continued use ag such could result im a tragedy’. A copy of

their ins»action report Is enclosed,

rvice should immediately take action necesszary

Ye believe the Park Se
to protect the 1ife =nd safety of visitors and employses at the 01d
Faithful Ian aand Lake Hotel.

e of seriousness of tae fire and safety deficiencies noted by
ervice rersoonal and our inspectors, we would like a xeply from you
tember 17, 1979, as to tha corrective getions you have iaken.
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Sincarely yours,

CrR/jh Robert W, Hanlon
¢plonal HManagex
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cc:  Hr. Williaam J. Whalen, Directew
Natienal Park Service
r. Jobhn Towmsley, Superintendent
Yelleowatone MHational Psrk
. Raymond Johnston
Yellowstone Park Company





